
DEVELOPING LEADERS THROUGH EDUCATION

Croatian 
Scholarship Fund

DECEMBER 2024

Continued on page 3

The CSF program continues on  
successfully.  This year we were able 
to accept 40 new students and  
currently there are a total of 145  
students receiving scholarships, 
which is a record number. It is 
important to note that accepted 
students receive scholarships for  
the duration of time they are at the 
university, three years of under-

graduate, and two years of graduate studies. 

The success and expansion of CSF would not be possible 
without the following generous contributors:  CSF Sponsors, 
who are the intricate part of the CSF program.

They pay their students scholarships 
and 100% of their donation goes to 
the student. Many of our sponsors 
support more than one student. We 
proudly share our current sponsor 
names in this newsletter. We wish to 
express our gratitude and apprecia-
tion to all of our previous sponsors.

Tony Ujdur Memorial provides 
scholarships for students in our 
program.  Mr. Ujdur was one of the 
Founders and generous CSF sup-
porter during his lifetime. It was 
always his wish to continue with his 
legacy and provide scholarships to 
students after his death. 

Miljenko Grgich Endowment was 
established in 2012 and offers  
scholarships and internships for  

The life expectancy of a charitable 
nonprofit is dismally short and  “the 
seeds of failure often begin before the 
nonprofit opens its doors.”  Crain’s,  
July 12,  2024, Marcus Baram.

Instead, CSF’s success was its form- 
ation by a few dedicated Croatians 
with a single objective, i.e., education 
of academically gifted and in financial 
need Croatian university students. 
Also, those few Croatians in CSF leadership each had the  
required mix of intelligence, organizational skills, knowl-
edge of community, connections and drive to set up the 
model which is followed today. It is remarkable that as the 
individuals changed, the model for 
success never deviated.

What is amazing is the forethought of 
CSF’s founders in creating an organi-
zation which would appeal to, and as 
such, be supported by the Croatian 
community. For 35 years, CSF has had 
an all-volunteer board which strove to 
honor and acknowledge the work of 
our students without personal reward 
or aggrandizement. The succeeding 
leadership has the same exceptional 
abilities and organizational skills  
allowing for the monumental increase 
in the number of students, sponsors, 
endowments, and programs. All of 
course, without changing its singu-
lar objective; to provide educational 
opportunities for Croatian students 
which would not otherwise be  
available to them.

CSF Celebrates its  35th
Anniversary and is Stronger than Ever

CSF founders, from left to right: Tony Ujdur, George  
Kumparak, Bob Bronzan, Branko Barbir

2CELLOS with founder, Mr. Tony Ujdur, after their  
benefit concert for CSF in Redwood City, 2012

Miljenko (Mike) Grgich receiving a CSF Appreciation 
Award  with Marijana Pavić, 2018
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Letter from the President

CSF is now celebrating another  
milestone having reached its 35th 
year in operation. We have provided 
scholarships to our Croatian students 
every year since our inception. Our 
numbers are incredible and we con-
tinue to grow. I can only marvel at our 
stupendous success which I credit to 
our founders and all those dedicated 
people who followed.  

The framework established by  
CSF’s founders has been maintained, 
and to me, is the very secret of our  
success. We have been so fortunate 
to attract some of the most dedicated 
people to join CSF, each unstintingly 
giving their time, talent, and funds 
with no real acknowledgement other 
than the appreciation of our hundreds 
of students.  

Through the years, you have read 
about our successful alumni. We  
lived up to our objective of educat-
ing the young people who were then 
recognized for their accomplishments 
and leadership.

Congratulations to all of us in the  
CSF family for our last 35 years and  
a thank you for all your support.  
At our present rate, CSF is on the road 
to another 35 years of supporting  
Croatian students.

A special thanks to not only those  
who kept the organization operat-
ing but to our kind and generous 
sponsors, as well as our endowment 
donors. We would not have accom-
plished as much as we have without 
each and every one of you. 

Sretan i Blagoslovljen Božić! 

      ~ Barbara Jagiello  

          CSF President

  CSF is honored to share the names of our current  
 sponsors starting with the 2024/25 Academic year

Platinum Sponsors
Sponsors 10+ years:

Mr. & Mrs. Stanko and Nicole Barle
Dr. Marko Bodor 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Sara Cumbelich Family Foundation
   Ms. Kathryn Dixon, Rosemary Dixon Memorial

Mr. & Mrs. Neno & Vera Duplančić
Ms. Violet Grgich, Grgich Family Foundation

Tatjana Grgich Memorial
Mrs. Barbara Jagiello

Kumaprak Family & Joan Kumparak Memorial
Mr. & Mrs. Roy & Patricia Krzanich

Ms. Joan Nelson 
Mr. & Mrs. Željko & Marijana Pavić

Mr. Damir Radoš
Mr. & Mrs. Darko & Marina Sertić
Mr. & Mrs. Jure & Michelle Šola

Mr. Alan Unger Foundation  
Mrs. Zdenka Urban, (late Zeljko)

Zlatko Vasilj, Marko Vasilj Memorial  

Mr. & Mrs. John & Lydia Vidovich 

Gold Sponsors 
Sponsors up to 10 years: 

Dr. & Mrs. Nebojsa & Nevenka Avdalović
Ms. Zdenka Delalić & Dr. Glenn Boseman

Ms. Sharon Broznan
Honorable Judge Edward Damich

Mr. Tomislav Kundić
   Ms. Erin Lewis, EatPrayMove Travel Agency 

   Mrs. Đurdica Nenadić, Dr. Ivan Nenadić Memorial
  Ms. Ivana Stolnik 

    Mr. Robert Spretnak 
         Mr. & Mrs. Walt & Linda Wismar  

            Ms. Natalia Costa Zalessow  

           
        Silver Sponsors
         Sponsors up to 5 years:

           Mr. Walter& Mr. Kenneth Kosich       
        Mrs. Iva Lukac  

           Mr. & Mrs. Dennis & Kay Sertich-Gallagher 
           Mr. & Mrs. Mike & Renee Malaki 

             CSF NEWSLETTER • December 2024



 
  CSF NEWSLETTER • December 2024

students majoring in Masters level Viticulture and  
Enology Program at the University of Zagreb.

Dragica Krog Radoš Scholarship Fund was established 
in 2022 by Mr. Damir Radoš in memory of his mother 
Dragica Krog Radoš. The scholarships are offered to stu-
dents majoring in Theatre Arts and Music Academy at the 
University of Zagreb.

THANK YOU  for your 
donations, sponsorship  
and endowments. Due 
to your support CSF has 
been able to expand and 
provide scholarships  
to many deserving  
Croatian students living 
and attending universities 

in Croatia and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

We also welcome those that may want to become  
sponsors or wish to consider establishing an endowment 
with CSF..

35th Anniversary continued from front page…

   A Journey of Support, Growth,  
  and Opportunity: 

The Impact of one Sponsor’s Mentorship on  
Scholarship Recipients

For Croatian students across Croatia and Bosnia and 
Hercegovina, the path to higher education is not just a 
personal achievement but a shared journey of guidance 
and inspiration. Thanks to the generosity of their sponsor, 
Mr. Stanko Barle, these students are not only receiving 
financial support but are also benefiting from mentorship 
that extends far beyond the classroom. Whether they 
are taking their first steps into university life, nearing the 
finish line of their academic pursuits, or already well into 
their professional careers, each student’s experience with 
Mr.Barle reflects a deep commitment to fostering growth 
and creating lasting impact.

Nikola Mamic  - I am a  first-year student majoring in Mathematics 
and Computer Science at the university of Zagreb. Mr. Barle gener-
ously invited all of his current and former scholarship holders to din-
ner in Zagreb so that we could meet in person. It was a great pleasure 

Founder, Branko Barbir at CSF Gala 
Dinner fundraiser with wife Ana, 2013

to  meet Mr. Barle and personally thank him for everything he has 
done. CSF and Mr. Barle will remain in my memory as an important 
part of my education and I will always be grateful to them.”

Darin Filipčić - I am a second-year student at FER. Likewise, I am a 
scholarship holder of CSF.  With Mr. Barle, it is not only about making 
a payment, but also about communication throughout the year. 
For example, before the beginning of this academic year, Mr. Barle 
gathered his scholars for a dinner to raise the mutual relations and 
the atmosphere between us to a higher level.

Iva Cesic - I am a third-year pharmacy student at the Faculty of  
Pharmacy and Biochemistry in Zagreb. Mr. Barle is an exceptional 
person and I am honored to have him as a sponsor and mentor.  
I had a family situation related to health condition of one my family 
members and Mr. Barle was very supportive  during that difficult  
period.  Last September, many of his students and graduates gath-
ered with him for dinner. He really tried to get to know each of  
us  and demonstrated that we are much more to him than just people 
to whom he annually pays a scholarship.

I thank Mr. Barle not only for the scholarship but for everything  
that came with it. Having such an excellent sponsor and life mentor is 
a wonderful opportunity. Thank you also to CSF for giving me  
these opportunities.

Tvrtko Pleic - I met Mr. Stanko for the first time in Zagreb some  
time during my 2nd year of college, in 2016.  I was impressed by  
his commitment to the students he sponsors - then I told him that  
I would prefer to avoid the word sponsor, better godfather. Every year, 
even after graduation, he sends Christmas cards. Since I no longer 
live at home, my family eagerly awaits the American letter every year.  
I am so glad that such a “godfather” liked me - as I had someone else 
who cared about what and how I was doing. He was also engaged in 
my graduate work.

I was especially happy to see Stanko in 2024, after almost  ten years, 
he still hasn’t changed. He still cares about all the scholarship hold-
ers, cheerful and engaged.

I fondly remember my student days, including that scholarship, which 
greatly facilitated my studies and life in Zagreb, which motivated me 
to study and do my best. When I was a teacher, I also encouraged my 
students to apply - with the hope that they too might get a sponsor 
like Mr. Barle.

Mr. Barle’s mentorship and contribution is making a  
remarkable difference, helping students grow and  
setting them up for future successes.. 

A Journey of Support continued…
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Jakica Ćavar
University of Split 
Major: Business Economy
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 

Marion Crnov
University of Split 
Major: Electrical Engineering / IT
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 

Draga Čuljak
University of Mostar
Major: Dental Medicine
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

I am studying dental medicine in 
Mostar and that is my desire since 
childhood. It is very hard but I 
already passed two exams. I truly 
hope I will fulfill your expectations. 
I am dedicated and ready for hard 
work, and I know that with God’s 
help, everything is possible .
~ Draga Čuljak

Taša Đukić
University of Zagreb
Major: Civil Engineering
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. Darko  
and Marina Sertić

Elena Galić
University of Zagreb
Major: Medicine
Sponsor: Tomislav Kundić

Regina Halaček
University of Zagreb
Major: Education & Rehabilitation
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 

Iva Herceg
University of Rijeka
Major: Medicine
Sponsor: Mr. Keneth and  
Walter R. Kosich

Lovro Horvat
University of Zagreb
Major: Pharmacy
Sponsor: Mr. Tomislav Kundić

• Nika Ivandija 
University of Zagreb
Major: Graphic Design
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

I am very thankful to you for  
accepting me as a student that 
will receive your scholarship. It is 
hard to live in Croatia if you don’t 
have much money. My parents are 
also very thankful to you, because 
it really matters to them that my 
education can be carried out in the 
best possible conditions. So thank 
you one more time.  Kind regards,        
~  Nika Ivandija

Rafaela Jagatić
University of Osijek
Major: Electrical Engineering
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

Dora Jonlija
University of Sarajevo
Major: Music Theory and Education
Sponsor: Ms. Sharon Bronzan

Antonio Jović
University of Zagreb
Major: Computer Science 
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

Jakov Kraljević
University of Split
Major: Electrical Engineering  
& Information Technology
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. John  
and Lydia Vidovich

Dora Lovrenović
University of Zagreb
Major: Law
Sponsor: Mr. Robert P. Spretnak

Marija Lujanović
University of Split
Major: Mechanical Engineering
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

Luka Majić
University of Zagreb
Major: Medicine
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

Mateja Maljevac
University of Rijeka
Major: Biotechnology   
and Pharmacy
Sponsor: Mr. Alan Unger  
Foundation

Mladen Mandžo 
University of Mostar
Major: Electrical Engineering
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

Antun Marić
University of Zagreb
Major: Forestry & Wood  
Technology
Sponsor:Tony Ujdur Memorial

My name is Antun Marić. I am  
19 years old and have enrolled in 
my first year at the Faculty of For-
estry and Wood Technology. Since 
I was a child, I have lived only with 
my mother. She raised me and 
taught me everything in life, and 
everything I have achieved so far 
is thanks to her .I am extremely 
grateful for this scholarship, as it 
will make my studies easier and 
help my mom with the cost of my 

New Students
This year CSF accepted 
40 new students into the 
program. Due to such a large 
number and limited space, 
we are unable to include all 
their photos. We are however 
including few photos with 
excerpts taken from student 
comments expressing their 
gratitude and appreciation. 
.

Tara Bevanda
University of Mostar
Major: Medicine
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 

I am currently enrolled in Medical 
Studies at Faculty of Medicine in 
Mostar. I believe that this path will 
equip me with the necessary skills 
to make a meaningful contribution 
to my community and beyond. Re-
ceiving a scholarship means a great 
deal to me. It would help reduce my 
financial stress and let me con-
centrate more on my studies and 
personal development. I am deeply 
grateful for this opportunity and the 
support it provides. As we approach 
the holiday season, I would like to 
wish you a Merry Christmas. Thank 
you once again for your support. 
~ Tara Bevanda

Matko Brekalo
University of Zagreb
Major: Law 
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. Stanko  
and Nicole Barle

I wish you and your family joy, health, laughter, and satisfaction to fill your home and may the light and warmth of Christmas warm you. Little Jesus, symbol of life, birth and creation, may He protect and guide you. Merry Christmas!   ~ Regina Halaček
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Dora Lovrenović
University of Zagreb
Major: Law
Sponsor: Mr. Robert P. Spretnak

Marija Lujanović
University of Split
Major: Mechanical Engineering
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

Luka Majić
University of Zagreb
Major: Medicine
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

Mateja Maljevac
University of Rijeka
Major: Biotechnology   
and Pharmacy
Sponsor: Mr. Alan Unger  
Foundation

Mladen Mandžo 
University of Mostar
Major: Electrical Engineering
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

Antun Marić
University of Zagreb
Major: Forestry & Wood  
Technology
Sponsor:Tony Ujdur Memorial

My name is Antun Marić. I am  
19 years old and have enrolled in 
my first year at the Faculty of For-
estry and Wood Technology. Since 
I was a child, I have lived only with 
my mother. She raised me and 
taught me everything in life, and 
everything I have achieved so far 
is thanks to her .I am extremely 
grateful for this scholarship, as it 
will make my studies easier and 
help my mom with the cost of my 

I wish you and your family joy, health, laughter, and satisfaction to fill your home and may the light and warmth of Christmas warm you. Little Jesus, symbol of life, birth and creation, may He protect and guide you. Merry Christmas!   ~ Regina Halaček 5

education. Thank you very much  
for this opportunity, and I hope to 
meet the expectations placed on 
me. I wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
~ Antun Marić

Vilim Miklošić
University of Zagreb
Major: Mechanical Engineering-
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. John  
and  Lydia Vidovich

My name is  Vilim Miklošić,  
attending first year study in  
Mechanical Engeneering at Faculty 
of Mechanical Engeneering and 
Naval Architecture in Zagreb. I 
actively played in three “puhački” 
orchestras and I still play trombone 
in orchestras. Most sincerely and 
from the bottom of my heart - thank 
you. I will do my best not to disap-
point you. I use my scholarship for 
food, paying rent, daily needs.  My 
whole family and I are very grateful 
for your generosity. 
~ Vilim Miklošić

Nora Miletić
University of Split
Major: Medical & Laboratory 
Diagnostics 
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 

Helena Obrljan
University of Rijeka
Major: Tourist Management
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 

Ivo Ostojić
University of Mostar 
Major: Medicine
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 

Lovro Pavković
University of Split
Major: Computer Science
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 

I’m Lovro and I come from the 
small village of Izbično near the 
town of Široki Brijeg, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. I have a family of six 
members. Throughout my educa-
tion, I was always good at math and 
technology, so I decided to study 
computer science on FESB in the 
city of Split, Croatia. I hope that 
through this profession I will realize 
myself, build something bigger 
and be of help to other people. One 
day I hope to be able to help other 
student as CSF does.  (In the photo 
with friends, I’m the second one 
from the left side).
~ Lovro Pavkovic

Andrea Puljić
University of Mostar
Major: Medicine
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 
Lana Punek
University of Rijeka
Major: Biotechnology and  
Pharmacy
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 

Dora Puškarić
University of Zagreb
Major: Medicine
Sponsor:Joan Kumparak  
Memorial
As long as I can remember, I 
wanted to be a doctor because I 
love helping others, and I also find 
the human body really fascinating.   

I’m glad you recognize my poten-
tial, and I’m grateful for your sup-
port on my education journey. I will 
try my best to prove that with my 
results.  I want to wish you and your 
loved ones a Merry Christmas! 
~ Dora Puškarić

Nina Sabo
University of Split
Major: Geodesy & Geoinformatics
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 

Antonela Safundžić
University of Zagreb
Major: Economics
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

Luana Šeperić
University of Zagreb
Major: Economics
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

Marija Šimić 
University of Zagreb
Major: Medicine
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. Stanko  
and Nicole Barle

Julija Smoljo
University of Split
Major: Bilology & Chemistry
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. Stanko  
and  Nicole Barle

This scholarship and the entire CSF 
community have allowed me to see 
from a different perspective and 

has given me the courage to dare 
to try to create a better tomorrow. 
You motivated me to try to satisfy 
the needs of society. I come from 
a family that has always put its 
members first, but has always tried 
to give something to society. My 
father joined the army at the age 
of 18 to defend our country, my 
mother works at the Juraj Bonači 
Education Center with children 
with disabilities, striving to prepare 
them for life. With kind regards, 
~Julija Smoljo

Borna Štefša
University of Rijeka 
Major: Medicine 
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial

Josip Ivan Topić
University of Zagreb
Major: Civil Engineering
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur  
Memorial 

Mia Udovičić
University of Mostar 
Major: Medicine
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur  
Memorial 

Marko Vrančić 
University of Zagreb
Major: Electrical Engineering  
& Computer Science
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. Stanko  
and Nicole Barle

Dominik Vukelić
University of Zagreb
Major: Nutrition
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur Memorial 

Marija Žderić
University of Split
Major: Medicine
Sponsor: Ms. Ivana Stolnik



  CSF NEWSLETTER • December 20246

GRADUATES 2023

Marica Golemac
University of Mostar
Electrical Engineering
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. 
John & Lydia Vidovich

Kristijan Jalšić
Croatian Catholic  
University of Zagreb
Communication 
Sponsor: Tony Ujdur  
Memorial

Valentina Kišan
University of Zagreb
Speech Pathology
Sponsor: Mr & Mrs  
Tomislav and Vesna 
Kundić

Ivo Kokić
University of Zagreb
History
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. 
Stanko & Nicole Barle

Karla Kukina 
Gradečak
University of Zagreb
Chemistry
Sponsor: Ms. Ivana 
Stolnik

Laura Soče
Teoloski fakultet Matija 
Vlacic Ilirik u Zagrebu
Croatian Studies
Sponsor: Veronika Skalar 
and CACC, Sacramento

Lorenco Lisica
University of Zagreb
Physics
Sponsor: Mr. Robert 
Spretnak

 Ivana Ljubas
University of Mostar
English Literature
Sponsor: Alan Unger 
Foundation
 

Maja Loborec
University of Zagreb
Veterinary Medicine
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs.  
Robert and Celia Sertich
 
Magdalena Mikić
University of Osijek
Mathematics
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. 
John & Lydia Vidovich

Anamarija Nosić
University of Mostar
Speech Phatology 
Sponsor: Mr. Zlatko 
Vasilj, Marko Vasilj 
Memorial

Antonio Novak
University of Zagreb
Geography and History
Sponsor: Mr. and Mrs. 
Tomislav and Vesna 
Kundić

Veronika Vršić
University of Rijeka
Medicine  
Sponsor: Mr. & Mrs. 
Stanko and Nicole Barle

I would just like to say congratula-
tions to all the wonderful people at 
CSF for motivating young people to 
gain knowledge, helping to educate 
numerous students, and recogniz-
ing their hard work and effort. It is 
nice and motivating when someone 
rewards you for what you have 
achieved. I am glad that today there 
are people who recognize this and 
who are promoting education. 

~ Magdalena Mikić

Our Graduates:
This year 13 students graduated 
and received Masters level 
degrees from Universities 
in Croatia and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.  We are proud of 
their accomplishments and wish 
the graduates all the success in 
their chosen professions..

I am very grateful for everything CSF has 
given me. I hope it will continue to exist 
for a long time and continue to help 
other students in their studies.  Without 
the CSF’s help, I don’t know how I would 
have paid for all the college and hous-
ing expenses. It gave me a great relief 
because I knew that I always had their 
scholarship funds sent to me on time. 

~ Anamarija Nosić

The CSF scholarship has helped me a lot 
since I study outside of my home town 
and I used the scholarship to pay for 
rent, equipment and materials needed 
for my studies at my university. All the 

Magdalena is showered with  
flowers as she holds her diploma

Marica Golemac happily receives 
her diploma

Graduates express their gratitude 
and appreciation:
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Marica Golemac happily receives 
her diploma
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Miljenko Grgich Endowment

CSF/Miljenko Grgich Endowment offers scholarships 
and internships for students majoring in Viticulture and 
Enology at the University of Zagreb.

This year four students are receiving Grgich  
scholarships and four were selected for the internship 
program. During harvest season, students come to US 
for three months as interns at prestigious wineries in 
Napa Valley including Grgich Hills Estate Winery.  

This is an invaluable experience as many students are 
eager to be selected for the internship program..  

Nina Cecić 
Vidoš

 Andrijana 
Oreški

Nikolina 
Koloper

Matea 
Mamić

Scholarship Fund Endowment  
in Memory of Dragica Krog Radoš

This successful endowment program was established in 
2022 and there are nine students in the second and third  
year class. Currently CSF is in the process of selecting a 
new first year group of students. The scholarships are 
offered to students majoring in Theatre Arts and Music 
Academy at the University of Zagreb 

The program is also supporting a PhD student that is in 
his last year at the university of Sarajevo. This is an “Excel-
lence Program” supporting individuals or students con-
tributing greatly to the field of Music or Theatre arts..  

I am reporting that this academic year has ended and that I am  
waiting for enrollment in the next year.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you from the bottom  
of my heart for recognizing and enabling me to receive this  
scholarship. She helped me a lot and was a huge incentive for my 
work and progress.

~ Ema Kovačević

Continuing Students’ Comments…

best and I definitely recommend your scholarship to everyone.

~ Maja Loborec

CSF helped me for a number of reasons. Primarily in terms of financial 
support, but also in communication with other academic institutions 
because it meant a lot if I could state that I am a CSF scholarship holder. 
~ Ivo Kokić

Continuing Students’ Comments:
We are sharing few comments and expression of gratitude 
from students that are currently in the program..

This year I finished everything within the deadline with very good  
success. I apologize for not contacting you immediately at the end of  
the year, because I had a lot of obligations over the summer. I went to 
Macedonia with the local KUD for a folklore exhibition, and after that 

I went with the Križevci City Tambourine 
Orchestra to the world orchestra competition 
in Vienna, which took place in the Golden 
Hall of the Musikverein. It is the first time 
that the tambourine has performed in the 
Golden Hall of the Musikverein, and it is a 
great honor for me to have participated in 

that historic moment.  We won the gold and everyone was delighted 
with our national instrument. I would like to thank you once again for 
providing me with a scholarship because you have made life so much 
easier for me and my family.  Warm greetings,

~ Nikola Vilus

Iskreno Vam zahvaljujem na Stipendiji kojom pomažete moje 
školovanje. Sve svoje ispite sam bez problema uspjela položiti u ljetnom 
roku. Završila sam ovu godinu s prosjekom 4.6 i svim ECTS bodovima 
koje sam upisala. Mom uspjehu doprinijela je i Vaša financijska potpora. 
Uvjeti stipendije mi pomažu da ostanem motivirana za marljiv rad i 
potiču me da uvijek obavljam svoje zadatke najbolje što mogu i na 
vrijeme.  Hvala još jednom na svemu! Uvjerena sam da će, zahvaljujući 
Vašoj potpori, i ostatak mog studija proći kako treba!  Lijep pozdrav, 

~ Antonija Tudorović

At the end of this academic year, I would like to thank you once again 
for the scholarship and the opportunity for easier studying. I finished 
the year with an excellent grade point average of 4.50 and achieved all 
60 ECTS credits. I successfully passed all the exams and I am ready for 
the start of the next academic year. Also, now that I have completed the 
first year, I can confidently say I fully enjoy the proffession I have chosen 
and I am excited that this is what I will be doing one day. Continuing 
to receive the scholarship will once again make my stay and studies in 
Zagreb easier. Yours sincerely, 

~ Maja Svjantko

Graduates continued …
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PLEASE SEND TO:
Croatian Scholarship Fund 
PO Box 290, San Ramon, CA 94583-0290

For more information please call: 
530-392-2467  
email: info@croatianscholarship.org  
Name:

__________________________________ 
Address:

__________________________________ 
City/State/Zip

__________________________________ 
email:

__________________________________

To Donate online go to croatianscholarship.org, click on DONATE   •   Thank you for your contribution to CSF!

CSF is a non-political, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization and all contributions are  
tax-deductible. Now you can send your donation/scholarship payments utilizing Zelle 
(bank to bank fund transfer). Please take a moment to fill out this response card.

q    CSF CONTRIBUTOR - Any Amount    $______________

q    BENEFACTOR - 1 Full Scholarship:  $2,500   $______________

q    ADOPT-A-STUDENT/SPONSOR - 3 Year Scholarship:  $7,500 $______________

q    CSF ENDOWMENT FUND - Permanent Fund:  Any Amount  $______________

Payment Options:      q  Monthly      q  Bi-annually      q  Annually

In Memory of: _____________________________________________________________

q    Check # ______________ q Fund Transfer/Zelle q  VISA          q  MasterCard

Card#:____________________________________________Exp. Date:________________

Signature:_________________________________________________________________

Fund RAISING DRIVE

In Honor of CSF’s 35th Anniversary  PHOTO GALLERY continued from page 3…

Please join us in celebrating the 
Sponsors and Donors who have 
supported us all these years!

You are cordially invited to our 
fabulous spring event!

     A Glass of Harmony: a Piano,  
     Song and Wine Soirée

     Saturday April 26, 2025 
    2:00-6:00 PM  
     at the beautiful Vidovich  
     Estate in Los Altos Hills!

Entertainment by our very own  
CSF graduate and concert pianist, 
Ivan Galić, along with music and 
song by Sidro and Klapa Zora!

Save the date! Details to follow!

 Ivan Galić,  CSF PhD candidate funded  
by Dragica Radoš Memorial Excellence 
Program to perform at CSF’s Spring  
Soirée Event in April, 2025

Graduates attending the 25th Anniversary in Zagreb25th CSF Anniversary Concert in Zagreb, September 2014

Singer and entertainer, Tatijana Tajči 
at the CSF annual benefit dinner 
at the Croatian American Cultural 
Center, Sacramento, 2013 

Did you know that CSF is now on LinkedIn? 

See where our students are now.  Check out the Alumni Section.  
We just started a project to get our alumni to join our page, and 
we have had some great feedback.  Please follow and read the 
article on our page to learn more about it. 

https://www.linkedin.com/school/croatian-scholarship-fund/ 

Dr. Joe Cindrich, founder Goerge 
Kumparak, and Gary Allen plan a 
program for CSF fundraiser

2CELLOS perform at a benefit  
concert for CSF,  at the Historic Fox 
Theatre, Redwood City, 2012 


